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1. Quaker, Quaker
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*Bumny Bee is a Ladybug...the burning bee.
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caught a crook - ed mouse and they all lived to-geth-er in. a lit - tle crook-ed house.
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crook - ed mouse, to-geth-er in a lit - tle crook-ed house.
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8. Little Sally Rand
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9.1 Climbed Up the Apple Tree
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ap - ple tree, ap - ple tree, ap - ple pud-ding,ap - ple pie. Wouldyou < e - ver tell a lie?
10. Wee Willie Winkie
d m sl Children’s Rhyme
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Rap-ping at the win-dow. Are the child-ren in their beds, be - cause it’s eight o’ clock?

San Antonio, 1987

11. Grandma Grunts

drm s American Folk Song MAW.
2nd & 3rd Verses by M.A.W. R
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1. Grand - ma Grunts said a cur - i - ous thing._
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1.“Boys can whis-tle but girls must sing.”
2.“Girls can whis-tle but boys must sing.”

3. “All can whis-tle and all can sing.”
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Grand - ma Grunts said, “No, no, no. Girls can’t whis - tle ’cause I said so.”
Grand - pa Grunts  said, “No, no, no. Boys can’t  whis - tle ’cause I  said so.
Un - cle George said, “Don't you know? All can whis - tle ’cause I said so.”
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“1 said s0.” “I said so0.”
For the students of Kritérion Montessori School, San Antonio, TX, 1988
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Leap, leap, leap! Leap, leap, leap! Leap Leap Leap!
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Most variants of Shady Grove are performed at a quick tempo. This setting should be performed at a slower, relaxed tempo. It is a study of seconds.
Think of a gentle wind whispering through the “Shady Grove”. Compare with “Betty Ann”, 2-Part American Songs, Book 1.
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21. Haul on the Bowlin’
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To Kevin, Cathy and Mark

TWO-PART AMERICAN SONGS

(Bicinia Americana)
Book Two

TO THE TEACHER
The bicinia in this collection were inspired by the work
of Zoltan Kodaly, Hungarian composer and educator. The
teacher who is familiar with the musical and educational
ideas of Kodaly will have no difficulty presenting the songs
in this collection. For teachers unfamiliar with the Kodaly
approach, some suggestions are offered:

Become very familiar with the folk song on which each
bicinium is based. Dotted lines in the score allow students
to follow the melody throughout the piece. Teach the mel-
ody by rote or by solfege. After song is learned and can be
sung musically, the teacher can sing the second part while
the students sing the melody. Later, students can sing the
second part while the teacher sings the melody. Finally,
two groups can sing the entire bicinium and afterward
exchange parts. By following this procedure the melody
line will flow beautifully throughout the performance, and
students will have a musical understanding of the whole

composition. Since each part of a bicinium is of equal
importance and equal in range, one may avoid the unfor-
tunate locking-in of students to “soprano” and “alto” parts.

Most of the bicinia are pentatonic and have “do”on C, F,
or G. Since the F pentatonic scale has no B, and the G
pentatonic contains no F4, key sigatures are not needed. It
is not necessary to perform the bicinia in the keys in which
they are written. Beautiful a cappella singing, pure into-
nation, and musical independence can be achieved if the
piano is NOT used in the teaching or performance of the
bicinia. If the teacher and students approach the songs
with the dual goal of beauty and musicality, their success
is assured.

Most of the bicinia in this volume are based on folk
songs and children’s songs found in the United States.
Numbers 1, 2, 9, and 10, have composed melodies but
traditional texts.
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